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Dear MP’s name

Your constituent: : Me

Address: My address

I am writing to express my concern at the rise in court fees for local authorities who wish to make applications to take children into care, as highlighted in the press recently by members of the Association of Child Abuse Lawyers (ACAL) among others.

I understand that from May 2008, the court fees have risen from £150 to £4,825, as part of the Government’s drive to make the court service self funding. My worry is that this may well lead local authorities to interpret child protection policy in a way which may deter them from issuing court proceedings to remove a child from an abusive home life. According to the Independent newspaper, there has been a “huge decline” in the number of care proceedings before the courts since new procedures came into force earlier this year.

The Government say that they have provided additional sums to local authorities to offset the impact of this increase. However I understand that these sums have not been ring fenced for the specific purpose of applying for child protection orders, and can be used elsewhere within a local council’s budget. In addition, the funding is not provided as direct reimbursement for what has actually been spent, but rather is based on past figures, which may not reflect the position in any given year. 

As you may be aware, four local authorities took the Government to court over the issue of the fee increases
 and on the 6th November 2008, the court stated that technically, the Lord Chancellor had acted lawfully in increasing the fees. In the light however of the shocking case of Baby P - and others - the moral case against these fee increases has surely never been stronger.

I would ask you to raise my concerns with the relevant Minister, and join ACAL’s campaign for these fee increases to be reversed. I am grateful for any help you can give and look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely, 

� Independent on Sunday 16th November 2008, page 2





� The case is reported as R (on the application of Hillingdon London Borough Council & others) v  Lord Chancellor & others [2008] EWHC 2683 (Admin).








